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Drug Policy 

MANTRA 

Benefiting from centuries of educational excellence Warwick Academy offers its bright, 

motivated and diverse student body a unique journey of discovery. Our academically rigorous, 

university preparatory curriculum is enriched through our commitment to personalised pastoral 

care and is enhanced by many opportunities for participation and success in athletics, the arts 

and community service, all supported by our dedicated teaching staff. We strive for individual 

excellence in an atmosphere of collaboration, trust, mutual respect and integrity, so that our 

graduates become lifelong learners and innovative leaders, passionate to bring about positive 

change in their communities. 
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Warwick Academy has zero-tolerance for all forms of substance abuse. The School's curriculum 

and pastoral care promotes and encourages students at all times to adopt healthy life-styles and 

to be positive learners. The School requires and welcomes the full support of its parent body in 

this vital part of the school curriculum. 

Warwick Academy's Policy with respect to tobacco and *drugs must be seen within the wider 

context of the School's PSHE and Wellbeing Programmes which are taught from Year 1 through 

to Year 11. During the Sixth Form years appropriate education takes place during ‘U-Prep’ time, 

Sixth Form meetings and the pastoral programme in place. 

The purpose of these programmes is to develop the health awareness of each student and so 

enable students to make responsible decisions with respect to their physical, social and 

emotional well-being. 

Any parent who wishes to know more about this programme is welcome to contact the School 

for a copy of the appropriate syllabus. 

Warwick Academy recognises the importance of medication for the well-being of some students. 

However, in school no prescription medication is to be taken without a doctor's prescription and, 

when a prescription is provided, the Primary or Secondary Secretary is to keep the medicine and 

administer it to the student according to the doctor's directions. On occasion over the counter 

pain/cough medication may be administered only with explicit parental permission. 

When students fail to make responsible decisions about tobacco, and alcohol and other drugs, 

the School will adopt the following procedures: 

Search  

The school reserves the right to search the locker, bag or belongings of a student when there is 

suspicion that they may be in possession of tobacco, alcohol or other drugs on the school 

property. This will take place with the Principal or Head of Secondary/Primary and student 

present and witnessed by a second member of staff. 

Tobacco 

The Principal may suspend any student found in the possession of, or using these substances on 

the School property. The parents will be consulted with appropriate sanctions (demerits, 

detentions, community service hours) and counselling put in place. Any repetition of tobacco use 

may lead to expulsion from the School. 

 

 



Alcohol and Other Drugs 

Students suspected of abusing alcohol and other drugs will be reported immediately to the 

Principal who will investigate the matter. If there is cause for concern, the Principal will notify the 

parents of the student and immediately consult with the Board of Governors.  

The prior written consent of the parents to test the student for drug use at an institution selected 

by the parents, or failing such selection, an institution specified by the Board will be requested. 

If the test proves negative no further action will be taken. 

Where the parent of a student fails to give consent to the conduct of a drug test or, the parent 

having consented, the student refuses to submit to testing, the Board may suspend the student. 

A student testing positive for drugs will be suspended from school and not allowed to return until 

he/she has started a suitable rehabilitation/counselling programme. If, on returning to school, 

the student is again suspected of drug use and such use is confirmed through testing, the Board 

may expel the student. Expulsion by the Board may also occur if the parents of the student fail to 

give their consent to this further testing or, the parents having consented, the student refuses to 

submit to further testing. 

Confidentiality will be maintained at all times by the Board, the Principal, Staff and the Guidance 

Counsellor in the implementation of the Drug Policy. 

Possession and Trafficking on School Property 

Students suspected by the Principal of possession of or trafficking, illegal substances on school 

property will be reported immediately to the police and the parents will be notified. In the case 

where a suspicion is confirmed and through Board consultation the student will be expelled. 

Notes 

1. * The expressions "drug", "drug abuse" and "drug abuser" have the meanings assigned to 

those expressions in the National Drug Commission Act 1993. "Drug" means any 

substance, the periodic or continuous use or administration of which (a) results or may 

result in a person developing a psychological or physical, or both a psychological and 

physical, reliance on the substance, or (b) alters or may alter a person's mood, perception, 

consciousness or behaviour. The expression "drug" is deemed to include "alcohol". "Drug 

abuse" means the use or administration of a drug to the apparent detriment of a person, 

or society, or both and "drug abuser" is construed accordingly. 

 

2. Warwick Academy is bound by the Children Act of 1998 to report any instances of child 

abuse.  Any concerns should be forwarded immediately to the Principal, Head of Primary, 

Head of Secondary and the Guidance Counsellor. 


